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Facts behind
the Texaco
Competition

By Alan Hardaker

THE INTRODUCTION of the Texaco
International League Competition recently
as a sponsored Competition has sparked
off in the Press speculation as to the
future policy of The Football League with
regard to spensorship.

Some time ago the Management Committes
laid down as their policy that sponsorship was
something which could benefit the game
greatly, but it had to be rigidly controlled under
four basic headings:

@ The Sponsor was to got what he wanted from
the exercise

@ The Football League and the game was (o
benefit

@ Spectators were to be provided with featball
entertainment which they wanted

@ The adminisiration of the game was not to be

Interfered with in any way.

Texaco have accepted these points and The
League are satislied that they have come into

Officials pictured in front of an enlarged
photograph of the Texacoe Cup. Left te
right: League Secretary Alan Hardaker,
President L. T. Shipman, T. Mumford
(Texaco), Scottish League President J. R.
Altken, D. Bramwell (Texaco), E. T. Francis
(League advisor).

this particular Competition in a partnership with
The League which can only beneiit the game.

Much has been said aboutl the future of
sponsorship in The League, but here again the
Management Committee have laid down that
any approaches for sponsorship—which must
b increasingly limifed=—must be made by prins
cipals through my office to the Management
Cammities,

THE TEXACO COMPETITION will provide
interest to a further six clubs in the First Divigion
and in addition will certainly inject more interest
into League football in Scotiand and Ireland
which can do nothing but good for the game.

Any suggestion that the new Compelition
congests the present League programme must
be refuted, because it |s six different Clubs from
those who are playing in Europe, and it therelore
spreads the interast in extra Competitions in a
wider area of the country.

When The Foolball League Cup Competition
was in il early days, and was not being récéved
favourably by some sections of the Press, Mr.
Harold Wilson, the then Prime Minlster, gave a
Press luncheon at 10 Downing Streat, at which he
stuted that he could not understand why The
League bothered with The League Cup Com-
petition—they ought to have a British Isles
Campetition instead,

The Press at that time agreed with him, and
now thanks to Texzaco, we have a Compelition
embracing all The Leagues in the British lsles,
in addition to a flourishing League Cup Com-
petition,

COVER SHOT: Derby County cap-
tain Dave Mackay shows off the
Watney Cup after County had beaten
Manchester United in the Final,




Current Affairs

25-CLUB PAIRING

BARNSLEY
SHEFFIELD UNITED
ROTHERHAM
SCUNTHORPE

The Fooltball League's fixiure compuler
has done London's Firsl Division clubs
ne favour al all. In fact, il planning is
cerfain lo cosl them a greal deal of hard
cash and already the grumbles have
slarted.—News lem.

The fixtures:

unfair to
London clubs?

A LONDON First Division programmea
editor sparked off this sort of criticism
when he complained there were too many
London Derby matches at the start of the
geasan,

It*'s a pity he couldn't extend his vision
beyond the parcchial limits of the Metro-
polis. He would then have seen that the
composition of Division One this season
makes inevitable a glut of derby matches
In all areas...and not just in London.

Look at the 22 clubs as they faced League
officlals whan they set out to frame the 482 First
Divislon games for this season.

FIVE are London clubs,

BIX are Lancashire clubs—two oach from
Manchester and Liverpool—and the others at

Blackpool and Burnley, within easy reach of
both citles.

SIX are from the Midlands area. Albion and
Wolves are adjacent to each other, as are Derby
and Mottingham Forest, whila Coventry and
Stoke are ust up the road from them all.

It may notl be obvious in London, but all the
clubs in Lancashire and all the clubs In the
Midlands, regard matches against other
clubs in their own region as Derby games,
with big crowds certain whenever the
matches are played.

It is obvious, therefore, that it was nol bad
planning which preduced an sarly season rush
of Dorby games . . . but geographical necessity.
H London clubs had been given an exemption
from early meetings between gach other then tho
other two regions would have been swamped,

Last season Liverpool and Everton and the
Manchester clubs, for example, had sardy season
Derby clashes . . . without a squeak of protest
frem London critics. Now look at some of the
early fixtures to see whether London did get a
raw deal from the fisture compilers:

On August 15 Burnloy played Liverpool,
Forest played Stoke. On Monday August 17,
Biackpool were paired with Liverposl and West
Ham met Arsenal. The next day Everton
clashed with Burnley, Forest played Alblon. On
Auvgust 19 Wolves met Derby while on August
22 Derby were paired with Stoke, Manchaster

A diagram from The Football League Book
Humber One (above) showing elub ‘pair-
ings' ... elubs whe do not want their heme
fixtures to clash. On this occasion last
seoason 25 clubs were involved In a *ne
clashing® bulld up. Like to have made the
fixtures for that particular day 7

City and Burnley played each other. West Ham
mat Chelsea.

Already il is surely evident thal London clubs
were nol the only anes who were asked lo play
clage neighbours.

The inevitable clash of clubs from the same
region wenlt on, a8 it was bound to do with just
three reglons—London, Lancashire and the
Midlands—claiming 17 of the 22 clubs,

Itis equailty frustrating for the provincial clubs
to be laced with matches againat nearby opposi-
tian in good weather periads . . . bul the fixture
list has to be framed fo give the greatest
good for the majority of clubs, and not with
any sectional interest in mind.

There have been no official complaints to The
League about the fixture list, Had there been, it
e probable the eritics would have been reminded
to eheck the Boxing Day list,

In order to cut down holiday travelling to the
minimum, and at the special reguest of clubs,
Laa.que officials personally arranged the day's
fiztures to include a maximum number of short
Journeys without wasting a maximum-interest
day with a preponderance of Derby fixtures.
This was given prigrity, and in order to do this
an initial pattern of fixtures for the season was
established . . . it i this pattern which is now
under fire.

Be sure of gne thing. Critics who flay the com-
puter are oul of lne. If is The League siaff whe
supply the mass of delall and stallslics—all the
compuler does Js lo inlerprel mare guichly. Bul
there are many more problems than Derby clashes
lo assess wihen [Tnfure-making is in the pipeiine,

IT°S ALL IN THE
LEAGUE BOOK ...

WE WOULD quote the official Foolball League
Book Number 1, now on sale everywhero at 21/-
or post free from our offices, on the subject.

"There are obvious cases where clubs in the
same areas, such as Manchesler City and
United, Spurs and Arsenal, must avold clashing
with each otheér for home games. In addition
many other clubs, particulardy those in the
lower divisions, are anxious 1o avold a clash
with nearby First Division clubs fer home games.
This is called "pairing' and produces chains of
clubs. One of the longest last season involved
25 clubs who all wanted to miss sach other ot
home on the same day"™,

To produce a fixture list which legisiates
for this problem of pairs, maintains homa
and away sequences, and compensates for
special requests and dates from individual
clubs, it is absolutely essential that an
overall pattern is produced and adhered to.

This Inevitably causes some anomalies, but
these have to be accepted for the sake of the
clubs as a whole. It iz quite impossible to
legislate for just one or any of the reglonal
groups in the divislon . . . or any of the four
divislons for that matter,

We said in The Foolball Leaguwe Book : " Though
it is not possible to give every club what It wants
all the tima, The Feotball League, by making use
of the speed and accuracy of the computer, is
now able to meet many more individual club
requests than they have ever done, but & is The
Football League who are responsible for the final
lists, so W Is pointless blaming Compuler KDF §
if you find samething in the fixtures which Is open
to guestion.,

“Before you criticise . . . think on this; if man
and machine working together for over six
months can®t improve on the 1,000 impossibla
conundrums, which make up a season's Leagua
fixtures, what makes you think you could do any
better?™

The man who wrote that was Mr. Douglas
Flower, manager of the Planning Division of the
firm whose computer The League uses. He
concluded:

“As a compuber scientist brought in to cut
irritations and problems to the minimum, | will
tell you frankly . . . IT 1§ JUST NOT POSSIBLE
FOR ANY BETTER RESULTS FROM WHAT IS5
NOTHING BUT A GIGANTIC CROSS-WORD
PUZZILE OF PROBLEMS".

 Opinion

OMNE OF the problems facing we chaps with
pens in our hands is that much of our com-
ment must be instant . . . we tend to forget
today what we wrote yesterday.

Which is why 1 will spare the blushes of
the wvery well kKnown sportswriter who
thundered last May :

“"The Ford Sporting League s a giggle. They are
offering incentives lo good behaviour, and for goal-
scoring, Do they honestly bry {o kid us I will make
a ha'porth of difference lo the altifvdes of teams
on the fiekd ? i's tommy-rof™.

It made a sparkling column at the tima ...
but goed journalistic wine rarely matures
with the passage of time. Look at the way
things have really turned out.

Don Revie says of his high-flying Leeds
United, who are also doing well in the Ford
Sporting League: "Lols of il-informed people
have said our leam is more vigorous Lhan most,
This Ford League can bursl that bubble wide apen,
and earn ws valvable exira fncome al the same
tirma®'.

Liverpool's Bill Shankly observes: "This
Ford League lable for sporismanship and poal-
scoving is one nobody wanis to be last In. It is no

of recommendalion™,

It is plain to see that the only glggles ara
for the chap who condemned the Sporting
League with the instant verdict: it"s a giggle.

Nor shouwld the comespondent from the
Shropshire 5tar be too happy in retrospect
about the piece he wrote for Shrewsbury
Town"s programme:

I understand the players do nol gain per-
sonally from the Ford Sporling League, In Lhese
days of incentives and bonuses lhey could rightly
argque thal they are entitied to @ hand-oul as well
as the clubs".

In these days when 90 per cent of the total
income from football goes back to the
players in wages and bonuses, we are
always being asked by the eritics why some-
thing isn't also done to improve amenities
and conditions on grounds fer long-
suffering fans.

The Ford Motaor Company have stipulated
that every penny of their £100,000 annual
hand-out in prize money should be spent
on improving conditions for the spectators.

It is meet and right that this should be so.
The players, bless their hearts, appear to
have acceded to the righteousness of this
decision. So let's have no stirring-up at the
back there.

Harry Brown
5
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Programme

S

On sale with
the early
morning milk

SELL THEM in the town or city shops.
That is the latest trend in match-day
magazine and club programme sales.

Lelcester Cily and Shetlield United are
two of the latest clubs to put their produc-
tions inlo the hands of local newsagents
on Friday afternoons. Coventry City, and
others, have been blazing this trail for
some time.

Is it worth it 7 Leicester secretary John
Smith reports: "Ours Is a magazine like
any other on sale in shops. It is our link
with our public, and it makes sense to get
as wide a sale as possible™.

But does it work 7 "It does. We have
put on an average of two or three thousand
more copies per issua’.

Sheffield United commercial manager
Harold Rumsey, who now has an eary
Saturday morning delivery round to news-
agents, fold us: "We deliver from four
o'clock on Fridays and it has boosted our
salas—and, we hope, interest in the club®.
He does a 6 a.m. round every Saturday
morning, topping up supplies. It is worth
losing & bit of beauty sleep™, he says,
“I call it the milk round".

We hear that several other clubs are
contemplating putting their magazige-
programmes into the shops.

Meanwhile clubs like Manchester United
and Liverpool sell supplies strictly inside
the ground only. They say: "We believe
the right place to sell our programmes is
inside our ground. Our sellers do not
even go oulside the walls".

MODEST BUT
CONCISE: THAT’S
CAMBRIDGE UNITED

THE MOST sought-after programme of tha
season is the modest, but conclse publication
Issued by League newcomers Cambridge
United.

United's programme for thelr first-ever League
match againat Lincoln on August 15, when tha
gate was 6,000, has proved such a collector's
item that only a handiul remain of 5000 printed.
8 nd we are recelving dally inquiries for copies",

reports United secretary Phil Baker, who is
mainly responsible for the material inside the
programme,

Cambridge showed seme of the enterprise
which carried them intoe The League, by produc-
ing a speclal 2/- tirst issue and estimated,
correctly, that it would have a special collectors’
valug,

The United programme has undergone con-
siderable change this season from the one
issued in their Southern League days.

Last season they carried 12 pages at 6d. under
a plain black and white cover. The new-look
design boasis 16 pages, uses an amber tint on
the cover, and as background tor the teams
page, and sells at 1/-, including Foolball League
Review,

Already the now programme has made a
favourable Impression with the United sup-
porters. It is a well balanced, value-for-money
presentation, despite the increased cost which
was inovitable,

“We would have been forced to have in-
creaged the charge even il we hadn't been
elected to The League A sixpenny programme
Is simply not a financial possibility any maore®.

Features in the Cambridge programme in-
clude a special Supporters’ Club page providing
"What's On" detalls, a comprehensive look at
the oppeosition team and players, a pen portrait
of the match referee and a ‘From the Secretary’
column.,

If there is one criticism to be made It is that
United's programme lacks the gossipy, off-beat
tems now o0 much a fealure in 80 many pro-
grammes, but is, nevertheless, a croditable
effort to match the club's rise in stature.

Printed by Foister and Jagg Lid, of Abbey
Walk, Cambridge, the programme is available
on annual subscription, or through the post on a
match to match basis. All enquiries should be
addressed fo: Cambridge United, Abbey
Stadium, 534 Mewmarket Road, Cambridge.

[
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WOLVERHAMPTON
WANDERERS F.C.

DIVISION ON

Back row, left to right :

Middle row, left lo right »

Front row, feft lo right ;

BT gt 2
o .'..'I-.-“" .,'...
‘s \" "'1-'\. ¥ _1
g2
¥ e T

DEREK DOUGAMN HUGH CURRAN JOHN OLDFIELD PHIL PARKES
JOHN HOLSGROVE JOHN RICHARDS

MIKE BAILEY DAVE WAGSTAFFE LES WILSON BERTIE LUTTON
JOHN McALLE PAUL WALKER BOBBY GOULD MIKE O'GRADY
SAMMY CHUNG (Coach)

DANNY HEGAN KEN HIBEBITT JIM McCALLIOG DAVE WOODFIELD
DEREK PARKIN FRANCIS MUNRO GERRY TAYLOR

Picture by Peter Robinson




GROUND GALL

READING F.C.
ELM PARK
NORFOLK ROAD
READING

Ground capacity: NMow set at
30,000 after ground improve-
ments.

Record attendance: 33,042 v
Brentford, F.A. Cup 1%27.
Prices for League matches:
Ground 6/=, T/=; Stands B/-, 9/-,
10/-. Advance tickets bookable
14 dags before a game.

Elm Park has seating for 3,178
spectaters and new tip-up seats
have recently been installed.
The ground is well served by
refreshmant bars and a Sup-
porters' Club, situated next 1o
the ground provides social
facilities after a match and
throughout the week, Twa pro-
gramme shops are situated on
the ground under the West
Tarrace and at the Norfolk Road
end and these are open on match
days. Recent improvements to
the ground include the recon-
struction of offices and moedern-
isation of dressing rooms.

How to get there: Special
Corporation buses run from
Reading town centre to Elm
Park and from Morthumberland
Avenue. There are also ardinary
services from various parts of
the town which stop near the
ground, Car parking facilities are
available for 200 cars in Kent
Road, adjoining the ground and
there i a multi-storey car park
in the town centre.

Tale of a
goalkeeper’s
shirt

(OR IS IT JUST
TRIFLING
NONSENSE?)

ENGLAND GOALKEEPER Gordon
Banks has been reported to The Football
League—for wearing a shirt which doesn't
contorm to the Regulations.

That was the story which hit the head-
lings...and provoked a great deal of
wisecracking from the critics.

“It would be laughable if it weren't so
trite”, said a Sunday newspaper. “Trifling
nensense involving a player who s
regarded as a model professional”, said a
national daily, very tartly indeed,

Laughable? Trifling? On the face
of it, perhaps. But let us put the other
side of the story to you.

Leicester City and England starlet Peter
Bhilton with his goalkeesper's Jersey, com-
plete with buttons, which was banned by

The League last year. Mow Gordon Banks

has had a new design banned, too,

This is what The League Regulations
say: “The goalkeeper shall play in Scarfel,
Royal Blue, Royal Green or Wile shirl . . "'

The League Handbook goes to the
trouble of printing the exact colours In
order that there shall be no mistake. Now
it an instruction is in the book it is in-
cumbent on referees to report any breach
of that Regulation, and it is also incumbent
on League officials—and the League
Management Committee—to act on the
raport,

The Regulations are not dreamed up by
some faceless official in some dark office
.« « but are framed by the clubs at The
Leagua's annual meetings. They can be
changed by a two-thirds majority of
the clubs themselves.

Until they are changed, they have to be
observed . . . for the simple reason that if
a blind eye is turned to the apparantly
trivial . . . what might happen to some of
the much more serious issues raised in
the 75 Regulations?

Many people who have never bothered
to read the bible of the professional game
condemn them as an “anachronism®™ in
the seventies, and yet they are aware that
The Football League is regarded through-
out the world as the example upon which
all other league competitions are modelled.
A sitrict adherence to Regulation Iz a
principal reason for this strength.

If the Regulation is wrong, open fo
ridicule, an anachronism . . . then change it
But iz it wrong in this insfance?

If the Regulation was relaxed is it not
possible that goalkeepers might appear
on the field in all sorts of garish combina-
tions, colours and designs? It is more
than possible.

Banks himself explains; “The jersey has
a black collar and black lines on the caffs,
This is an attractive Jersey which can be
buttoned at the neck in cold weather and
left open in the heat".

The England and Steke City goalkeepeor,
who was to sponsor the jersey for a com-
mercial firm, obviously wonders what the
fuss is all about.

Woaell, what about the buttons at the
neck? Is it not feasible that in a mid-air
collision with another player the button
might lacerate the opponent's skin or
seriously injure his eye? The possibility
is always there. Can it be ignored? This
is why the Regulation insisting on plain
jerseys (with no buttons or other pro-
tusions) was put there in the first place.

Is it an anachronism? Should it be
changed? Is it a “laughable" rule, a
“trifling" rule? You make your own mind
up about that,

But unless and until it is changed by the
clubs, it stays in the book...AND AS
LONG AS IT STAYS IT HAS TO BE
OBEYED. THAT 15 WHAT ADMINISTRA-
TION 15 ALL ABOUT.



Write to: Postbag, Football League Review,
Lytham St Annes, Lancs.

I AM TIRED of real:ling about how
English teams should ‘go Brazilian' in an
efiort to score more goals. If England had
waon the World Cup in Mexico, | am sure

Kop Korner ]

Celtic’s is the
best kop in

Behind the facts

PROMOTION-BIDDING Cardiff City and
Portsmouth clearly have taken heart from the
recent return to Division One after a long
absence of Derby County (out for 16 scasons)
and Huddersfield Town (for 14).

Middiesbrough, relegated 16 years ago with
Liverpool, have still more reason to yoarn to see
the end of a long hard road,

How long does it take to get back to the Flrst
Division? On an average, four seasons, despite
seven postwar instances of promotion at the
first attempt and four at the second. The
accompanying tables show Division Two
positions ower the past 17 seasons of clubs
relegated or promoted:—

62 &3] &4 63 &) &7 &8 nﬁ?
63 &4 T

X3 %4) 58 58] 57 58/ §°0 &0 &lf

Brazil would not have adopted our more 54 55 54 57 56 59 40 41 62 65 44 &7 68 4F
physical and negative approach to the . . Dierky tie 1 6 7 18 12 & SD"r:r |f 13 % &8 17 13 1
game. It would not work over there just as rltaln e TL SRS R sk Eifrﬂ:ﬂ,:hlm 11w 4 7 I8
artificial Brazillan tactics will not wark in t‘]’“'“"“"‘ :' S e Laicester 3
this country. B a8 Loads | et

Maybe we are too self conscious; we want 10 oue | AUDEST and most fanatical Kop In Leedi e 4 2 I+ 19 Cilintg TR T ' S - B |
dismiss our style as boring and unentertaining g0 jiee norh of the Border—at Cellic's Blazkburn 1 6 4 4 2 Shefield L. L I
after falling to refain the World Cup. Yol our o e o0 o oind, At least, that is what one Grimaby s 13 1 Manchester C. 6 11 1
football is sill Ithar bt znd mast successiul Ennllthmur? clalmi : ;:.;;_m et 1] Flulﬁdmﬁeld 6 12 8 4 & 14 1; 1
anywhere. Brazil can produce Pele and com- ; : e effield L. ulbam
pany, but where are their Evertons, Lesdses and In:rl:':;;‘ '?_*};‘;3,:'_‘“.!',;;';9g:;{;ﬁ*,;;:g;*;fﬂ‘ Shaffiald W, I | Erl.dﬂubm ;} !E llg ﬂ i I; ; ﬁ
E::;‘i‘i";?saﬂr:‘l’gg_i“" club soccer beging and g %0 jany ns wa like, but it is ebvious to all but el I 2 9 14 & 0 7 gi:gi;‘m S SN 57
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C. Brinton, 73 Grange Road, Harwich, Essex. oyt Bianed ot e - can fnack Follam 816 211 8.2 0 e 0 fmnN sk
Mot content with firing a new shot In the old Liverpocl i ¥y o4 4% 3 1 E“i": ¥illa 23 e 18

| AM LOOKING for a pen palin the 15year ofd  England-Scotland rivalry, Barry has come up Charltan R G R T | e LS T B -0

age group who ke me, supporls Leeds United.  with what he considers are the top ten Kops in Cardiff 15 % 2 Chakisa t 2

I alsp walch Huddersfield Town and Bradford  England. “They are nol in any particular order Sundertand 15 ;; 1" 3 Qrignt 16 1% 1

City. and are not necessarily the loudest,” he points P““m,‘?.";:h 1 | Bialtan 3 % 9 12 I7 16

D. Graenwood, 38 Foston Lane, Fagley, gut, but adda: “Fer all round fervour and sup- t:::: . & 1 30 Ipswich 5 45 57

Bradlord 2. port, they stand streets ahead of the rest." Hiwexitds " :‘;"’::;:m el o1 . 1}

According to Barry, the Kop Top Ten reads: Oirignt 15 12 17 1 1% 2 ai“kpmr 3 B A

CONGRATULATIONS on producing Soccer Liverpool’s Spion Kop Ipswich 21 8 16 N 1 Q.P.R. 1 ]

Who's Who, an excellent publication for every-
ona Interested in the game. | have been trying,
unsuccessiully, to obtain a eapy of a book pub-
lished some time ago entitied Asfon Vila—ie
history of a greal club. 1 see from Wha's Who that
this is out of print. It is possible though that
someone, somewhere, has a copy for which they
have no further use. | would like to purchase an
orlginal edition and will gladly pay the publica-
tion price for m copy in mint condition.

G. E. Steeples, § Gumey Avenus, Sunny
Hill, Derby DE3 TGR.

FAM CLUB for Alan Starling of Luton Town,

Delails are available from: Miss F. Malletl,
& Priory Gardens, Luton, Beds. Pleaseencliose sae.

Manchester United's Stretford End

Leeds United's Gelderd End

Woalves' North Bank

Everton's Gwiadys Street End

Chelsea's Shed

Arsenal's North Bank

Mottingham Forest's Trent End

Aston Villa's Holte End

Rotherham United's Tiveli End.

You probably don't agree with Barry's choice,
depending on which Kop you stand. H you have
any thoughts on the best Kaps in England, taking
into aceount all round support and numbers, let
us know, Send your comments to: Kop Korner,
[:Dlm" League Review, Lytham 5t Annes,

nece.
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t Relegated previows season,

Walter Pilkington

FOOTBALL MANAGER OF THE MONTH — AUGUST 1970: DON REVIE, LEEDS UNITED F.C.

B ""‘“*"“‘ B‘END -
| | THE SCOTCH OF THE mgL

Published by Fasotball League Review Lid., Football League, Lytham St. Annes [Tel: St Annes 26858).
Editorial Cffices: Foatball L.:quu Lytham 5t. Annes, Lanes. iil S Annes 26858). Editor: Harry Brown. Aﬂn m SI"EE
Dwputy Editor: Bab Ealdw . 4 mo L R 2 Hain
Prineged by 5c Michalas Press Led, FI are Seeesr, Blrmingham 5 (Tal: 021-T72 3481), — = —
Marketing and Advertising Manager: Stuart Eadon, J8/42 Flu-n-d‘,l.'l:l Street, Birmingham 5 (Tel: 021-772 3484), 15




fReview Diary
Well, it’s one
way to go to

a match

IT IS the referea’s job to carry the match
ball en to the pitch before a League game,
but they hit on a new way at Ilpswich the
other day. Tha ball was dropped ... from
7,000 feet.

It was deliverad, right on to the Portman
Road cenire spot, by four Red Devils
parachutists, who provided a display of
precision jumping before a recent home
game. They descended from 7,000 feet,
and landed inside the centre circle,

One of the parachutists carried the
match ball tucked inside his clothing.
Despite fears that the ball might explode
because of air pressure on the way down,
everything went smoothly.

Ipswich secretary Wallter Gray told us:
*Qur chairman saw the parachutists jump-
ing at a local agricultural display and in-
vited them along befora one of our home
games. They jumped from 7,000 feet right
into the ground and were 50 accurate the
all landed inside the centre circle. One
them almost touched the centre spot. It
was a great thrill for everybody".

WELL, IT'S ONE WAY OF GOING TO A
FOOTBALL MATCH . ..

NOW THE MOAT
COMES TO ENGLISH
FOOTBALL

ERAZILIAN TACTICS have come fo
England . , . at Leeds Road, home of
Huddersfield Town.

But it has nothing to do with Pele,
Tostas and Company . . . thesa are
Brazilian tactics to increase spectator
safety.

Huddersfield have built a Moat behind
one of the goals—separating the players
from the spectators. It is only a ‘mini'-

LMuat . « « but it's the first in Britain,

T

Unlike South American grounds, where

the Moat preserves the peace, and pro-
tects players from fanatical fans, Hudders-
field's is a safety rone for the Kopites
who pack into the Cowshed End of the
Leeds Road ground.

It acts as an escape area Into which
spectators can spill forward if a sudden
crush develops in the Cowshed. It also
prevants youngsters running on to the

itch, as the wall of the Meat is too high
or young fans to climb.

BUILT DURING the summer, the wall is
also too high for youngsters to see over,
so Huddersfield moved the first line of
crush barriers a few yards back leaving a
clearway.

Huddersfield did not have to wait long
to see the advantages of the Moat. In their
first match of the season, Town scored in
the closing minutes of their game with
Blackpool and the crowd in the Cowshed
surged forward causing a considerable
crush at the front where spectators were
able to duck under the barriers and move
into the Moat.

"It probably helped to prevent a few
minor injuries’, says Huddersfield secre-

f

tary Bill Brook, “it cerainly showed the
benefit of having an escape area.”

The Moat reduces the capacity of the
ground, but Huddersfield believe this Is
worth it in the interest of satety. "There Is
always a danger of a crash barrier break-
' Ing when you have a capacity crowd

pushing forward. The Moat provides
elbow room for fans who are being
-crushed at the front."

TOWN ARE considering bulldin

another escape zone at the opposite an

of the ground and Bill Brook sees the day
whan mini-Moats will swrround most
League grounds—as safety precautions.
“Cluba planning major ground develop-
ments would do well to consider the idea.
You cut down the capacity, that's true,
but the safety advantages outweigh this,
It could become a major feature on
grounds in the future."

Regular patrons of the Cowshed at
Huddersfield also see the benefit of the
Moat, One of the more senior members
explained to us: "One or two of the
youngsters were critical when first
saw the Moat. They liked to stand right
hﬂ'ﬂnd the goal, but with the big crowds
wura lﬂlng these days, there is now

gﬂ‘llng l:l'llll'l dawn at front.”

FULL MARKS TO TOWN FOR SOME
REFRESHING NEW THINKING IN THE
SPHERE OF CROWD SAFETY.

LEAGUE CLUBS
OPERATE A
MID-WINTER BREAK

THOSE WHO advocate a mid-season
break in The League programme durin
the months when pitches are at theup
heaviest, will be closely following the
rogress of a new competition formed by
u@ clubs in the Midlands.

The Midland Youth League is restricted
to players under 18 years of age and will

rovide mgular competitive games for the
uniors of 12 League clubs.

Many clubs face a problem of giving all
their juniors regular matches, and those
Iike Northampton Town with nine appren=
tices, 20 associate schoolboys and 28
amateurs on thelr books, but no reserve
side, feel the prablem more than most.

Secretary of the new League is North-
ampton's Jim Andrews o explains:

J/

o for people who may be

"This League caters specifically for the
young players. We hope to stage several
of the q;mau at the County Ground, and
under floodlights to help add to their
experience.”

Why the break in December and Janu-
ary? “These are the months when con=
ditions are usually at their worst and when
the weather is invariably bad". A mid-
season break in The Football League has
long been talked about ; the mid-bn
raformists. Now those 12 clubs in the
Midlands will provide a first-hand pointer
to its value.

Huddersfield Town secretary Bill Brook
leans over the wall and looks at the mini-

Moat separating supporters from the pitch.

KEEP UP TO DATE

with all that's new and interesting In soccer
today by subscribing te this magazine.
Cosl from next issue, No. 8, to the end ol
the season—
£1/1210.
Monthly rate 5/=

Bach issues available at 1/- sach, post free.
Wirite to:
SUBSCRIPTIONS DEPT.,
FOOTBALL LEAGUE REVIEW,
ST. ANNES, LANCS,




We'll pay £100,000 fo
help stamp out
this sort of malarky.

Ford and the Football League his name taken and |0 points for
have put their heads together to any player sent off.
create a new incentive to produce The scheme covers all 92
brighter more attacking football English Football League clubs and
and promote fair play. is sponsored by the League.

The result is the Ford Sporting Ist prize is £50,000, 2nd prize
League. £30,000 and there will be a

This is how it works. menthly prize of £2,500.

Each team is awarded | point All winnings will be spent on
for a home goal and 2 points for spectator benefits like new stands,
an away goal. 5 points are seats and score boards.

deducted for each player having
Ford leads the wey, @ |



